157 -10011-10017 |2022 RELEASE UNDER THE PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSINATION RECORDS ACT OF 1992 | 


Date:08/15/92 
Page:1 — 
JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM 


IDENTIFICATION FORM 


a AGENCY INFORMATION 


AGENCY : SSCIA 
RECORD NUMBER : 157-10011-10017 


RECORDS SERIES : 


AGENCY FILE NUMBER : 


ORIGINATOR : SSCIA 
FROM : 
TO : 
TITLE 
TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING, TESTIMONY OF RICHARD BISSELL 


DATE : 07/22/75 | 
PAGES : 239 


SUBJECTS : 

m TRANSCRIPT, RICHARD BISSELL ye 
fee) PARTICIPANTS: SENATORS CHURCH, HUDDLESTON, MORGAN, HART 

PARTICIPANTS: SENATORS TOWER, BAKER, GOLDWATER, SCHWEIKER 


DOCUMENT TYPE : PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
CLASSIFICATION : T 
RESTRICTIONS : REFERRED 
CURRENT STATUS : P 
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 09/29/93 


OPENING CRITERIA : 


COMMENTS : 
SSCI Box 231, Folder 4, Testimony of Bissell] 


TR] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED 


HW 50955 DBocld:32203785 Page 1 


TOP SECRET 


3 37 
ee oe | 
x | 
g a The questioning goes as follows: "What instructions were 
5 5 || you given by Mr. Bissell at the meeting?" 
4 Answer, from Mr. Halpern. “Mr. Bissall said that he had 
5 recently, and he didn't specify the date or the time, he had 
6 recently been chewed out in the Cabinet Room in the White House 
7 by both the Prasident and the Attorney General for, as fie put it, 
8 sitting on his ass and not doing anything about getting rid of 
9 Castro and the Castro regime,. His orders to both 
10 || to me ware to Plan for. an-operation to accomp] 
11 Then at page 36 and 37, Mr. Smothers returned to the same 


meeting. Mr. Smothers, at page 37, asked the question of Mr. 


Halpern as follows: 


WARD & PAUL 


Question, "Let me ask you it another way. What was your 
understanding of what Mr. Bissell had been told to do by the 
President and the Attorney General?” 

Answer, "To get rid of Castro and the Castro ragime on the 

i ue 
island of Cuba." 


Now, in substance, did you have such a conversation with 


Mr. Halpern? 

Mr. Bissell. I assume his testimony is correct. Tf don't 
happen to remember the meeting. 

Mr. Schwarz... All right. 


And did you have some conversation with the President and 


410 First Street, S.E., Washington, 0.C. 20003 


the Attorney General in which they told you in effect, in 
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“23 June ce 
| 
| 


"" guBgEctT:”- on sction’ “3. BE. 4 Giesehens: Beveled during “SSC | 
pear Sg) of Mr. Richard. Bissell on 12 June 1975: 


OU. cia capi’ (OUT 51708, aeted sel eee met 
contains a paragraph that certain informa- 
tion from another cable or report was to 

be withheld from the Department of State. 

The Committee question is, What is it that 

was to be withheld? Why? Was it actually 
withheld and for how long?" 


-. RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3: oe | 
This answer is based on our assumption that the 


t 
{ 


_» ~ Committee's query concerns paragraph two, OUT 51708. (The - : a 


background is this. Consul General Dearborn had instructed a 


the Chief of Station to determine from CIA whether or not 


detailed information on plans of the dissidents to undertake 
: ee | 
“the assassination of Trujillo which the Consul General had 


acquired and reported to CIA (IN 44067, 30 April’ 1961) had | 
been given to the Department of State. CIA Headquarters | 
replied (OUT 51708) that the substantive intelligence .con- 


f 


cerning the plans and identities of those who, according 


to the report, i participate had been passed to'the- 


‘Department“of “St won? May 196). 8% — os PR 
Re In its reply (OUT 51708), CIA Headquarters appended 


as paragraph two a query of its own. With parenthetical 


ne PL tae e Department of State’ spnes hel 
The Department of State has no objection tothe « this de he pr Fk 


E 22 IM PARES or declassitication of this documentiackesl (7 sui “Assassina : 


CL Bude He FGABions of the JFK Assassination Records 
Collection Act of 1992 (PL102- 526) 


S EC RET 


Reviewed on 


HOLM Gp OE Leh oN 


x a - Beck é ei oS 
WY SOeEE Bel tae DOUNG Sh bage 


SEC RE WV 


clarificatiofis ed. to ‘peenie easier Ninderstanding, if was: 


"(Mr John. Barfield ,- vee Ponca Service Officer |. _ 
.. who was thén “assigned to the Consulate) IS Now". Eves Ege 
- ., HOS AREA (meaning in-Washington, D.C.).# PLEASE 3.) i 
' ADVESE PRIORITY IF HE WITTING (that M 3 ?sub- oO a 
machine guns) POUCHED-TO STATION AND IF HE AWARE: ” 
THIS MATTER NOT TO BE DISCUSSED WITH THE DEPART- 


MENT OF STATE." 


ie Chine we SERHiGA eee TEIN Ades? oay 1961) - 
that Consul General Dearborn had enpeuiae him that Mr, BaEEScia? 
was aware of the presence in the Consulate of the submachine 
guns but that the eceuiceeneear. in a note‘sent via another 


Consulate employee who was traveling-to Washington at the - 


same time, had asked Mr. ®arfiéla-rot to talk about them to 


7 Department of State personnel unless queried (presumably by 


authorized officials). The cable included the suggestion 


that CIA Headquarters ask Mr. @arfielda to plead ignorance nie a 


asked about the presence of the submachine guns and to refer 


any inquiries in the Department of State to CIA, 
The exchange evidently: reflected the intent of Consul. 
General Dearborn - and CIA Headquarters - to limit-knowledge- 


ability of Serene ae details. to those officials of the Depart- 


e 
eal 
= 


ment of state Wig ere already aware. It is noted that Mr. 
ae? 


Sartielg was sin app the target of' Pondeneious regime-inspired 


wae, 


radio ‘contientary™ In the Dominican ‘Republic. Further allega- 
tions could have impaired. his ability to serve in that 


_) country. 


BET ee rey 
f Se 
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eee " 7. 
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mean 
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10 


l Mr. Schwarz. There's one case officer I think we need for 


2 || about twenty minutss on the Cubella thing, and I think his name 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6060 


3 
4 
5 The Chairman. Well, let's see if we can get pancReas and 


who can be deposed. It ig a very 


me eye ea 
ehedOg san wwan. 


6 then there was 


9 small item, but we should track it down. 


8 If there are any other loose ends, let's tie them up just 


9 as quickly as we can. 


| 
10 Mr. Smothers. Senator, we are now trying to track down 


11 the other addressees on the 13 August memorandum. We have 


12 heard from three of them, and one of them is the Ambassador to 


t 


13 || Santo Domingo, and we are sending written interrogatories. 


WARD & PAUL 


j 
14 | Another one, Mr. Wilson, is in today, and we have still another 


15 one who is in South Carolina, and we will be talking with him. 


16 After some further inquiry, it may be necessary, we will 
7 probably have:.to make a decision whether we will need to. talk 
18 to General Lansdale again. I helieve we are already planning 
2 19 for Mr. Maheu and if we are, we should certainly have that 
3 920: picture clear in about another week. 
: 2] The Chairman. Last night, Senator Tower and I met with 
: oo the leadership relative to the problem that the Committee faces 
: 23 with finishing up its work on the assasSination issue. It was 
24 the strong feeling of the leadeershipn that the Committee should 
° 25 issue a united report and that we should make every effort to 
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44 


1 Mr. Bissell. Well, Ray Kline, at that time, I think was 


wef in Taiwan. Roberts was a Marine, a retired 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6000 


© || Marine officer who was involved in the Bay of Pigs operation. 
4 The Chairman. Well, wasn't the other man then brought 
5 over to also be in this project as well? He was, initially. 


6 Mr. Bissell. I don't believe Mr. Kline was ever involved 


a in it. I could be wrong about that, but I am almost certain 


8 || that he was not. 

9 Senator Schweiker. Mr. Chairman,-I would like to read 

10 | the whole paragraph so that nobody accuses me of excerpting 
° ded part or parcel of the paragraph. It tells a package, but it 


le has some names I'd like to ask the witness about. It says, 


WARD & PAUL 


13 | “Whether or not the zealots received direct orders from the 

14 President or the Attorney General, they did Sache orders to 
15 || eliminate Castro from power in Cuba. The secret war was a 

16 || result of that policy, and Castro's assassination, if not 

17 specified, was a logical objective of that war. Acting on the 
18 | President's authority, .JMWAVE trained several thousand Cubans 
19 in geurrilla tactics, armed then with weapons and explosives 
20: and sent them down to the Caribbean with hopes of glory. -All 
al of them sought to end Castro's hold on Cuba, and many of them 


22 || made attempts on Castro's life in the impromptu tradition in 


23 || the attack on tha Laquina Hotel which is referred to above. 


410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20063 


24 By the end of 1961" -- I believe this is in your timeframe, 


25 || Mr. Bissell -~- “several men affiliated with the CIA had already | 
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70 


1 Mr. Dennin. - Now, in Paragraph 2 of the same memorandum, 


2 it is stated that these arms would presumably be used against 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6000 


5 key members of the Trujillo regime? 
4 Mr. Bissell. That's right. 
5 Mr. Dennin. That's the last sentence of Paragraph 2. 


6 And you are aware, are you not, sir, that this memorandum was 


? concurred in by your Deputy-that would be at the time Mr. Helms, 
8 where! tt says, concurred, Deputy Director of Plans? And from 

9 your review of the IG report, I take it that you did not concur. 
10 ] in it, but that Mr. Helms did in your absence?~ 

11 Mr. Bissell. I believe that is the case. This copy 


12 | doesn't show it. 


13 Mr. Dennin. We have requested, and I ‘heard again on this 


WARD & PAUL 


14 from Mr. Elder yesterday, that there is no copy extant which 
15 would show who actually signed, on behalf of the Chief , western 


16 Hemisphere Division, and Ican‘inform. yow sir, that — 


1? that was not again, according to the IG report, Colonel King, 


BaD ee NI 


1g || but: apparently in his absence, his deputy, @MuisCon 


19 you as DDP, but it was your deputy who concurred in that, and 


: | 
e909. further that it was not the Director of Central Intelligence 
21 | which approved it, but his Deputy, at the time General Cabell. 
22. Mr. Bissell. Right. . 


23 Mr. Dennin. Everybody was apparently out of town at that 


410 First Street, S.E., Washington, B.C. 20003 


24 particular point. 


25 ; (The decument referred 
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J 88 
3 1 || the outgoing the same. 
3 
3 a Mr. Dennin. The Deputy being the COP? 
5 5 Mr. Bissell. Correct. 
4 Mr. Dennin. And the C/CA, that eae the individual in the 
5 office charged with what? 
6 Mr. Bissell. Covert action. 
7 Mr. Dennin. Specifically that wauia include provision of 
8 things and getting advice on things tka placing bombs? 
9 Mr. Bissell. I suppose it would, although most of its 
10 | efforts had to do with political action. 
11 Mr. Dennin. Turning to Tab K, that being a memorandum for 


| 
l2 | the record of the February 15 meeting in New York, the memorandum 


13 | of February 16, you will note on page 5 that that memoranda 


WARD & PAUL 


14 | describes a meeting held between the Chief, WH3, that branch 
15 || of the CIA having direct line rasponsibility for the Dominican 


16 Republic. 


17 Mr. Bissell. That is correct. 

18 Mr. Dennin. And the Chief at that time would have been a 
19 a 

20° Mr. Bissell. I believe that's right. 

2] Mr. Dennin. And this memorandum represants the meeting 


yma? had in New York City with@EMbrcK@4o and his cousin. 


23 | And in Paragraph 2 of that memorandum it is stated that U.S. 


: | 
24 | Consul Dearborn has given the opinion that §EMpEEK=4 


410 First Street, S.£., Washington, D.C. 20003 


25 || "the king pin in the plot of the Dominican Republic." Do you 
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89 

See that, sir? 

Mr. Bissell. Yes, I do. | 

Mr. Dennin. Now let me point out a couple of things 
raised in this memorandum. Once again there is very specific 
discussion of assassination, a method of assassinating Mr. 
Trujillo which is discussed as using a powerful bomb. A 
further method is putting poison in Trujillo's food or alter- 
natively in his medicine, and finally, possible methods of 
delivering arms and materials to the dissidents are discussed. 
Specifically at the end of that Paragraph 3 you will note that 
folman! reports that#EMDECK) turned his attention away from arms ~ 
and started talking about delivery of other types of materials, 
exotic eoeaeiie: powerful bombs, 

Mr. Bissell. I am not finding that particular paragraph. 

Mr. Dennin. Say the beginning of Paragraph 4. Let me 


just read you the first sentence of Paragraph 4. 


A) said the object of obtaining this kind of help 
anyway is the elimination of Trujillo and instead of using 


arms or grenades, hea began to speak of more exotic materials 


and methods." And then it goes on to talk about the powerful 


bémb that could be planted along the route of Trujillo's 
evening walk. 

Do you see that, sir? 

Mr. Bissell. Yes, I do. 


Mr. Dennin. Would you agr3e with me that there is no 


Bocld: 32703765 Page 10 TO ed SECR ET 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6000 


WARD & PAUL 


HW 50955 


410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 


Bocld: 32703765 Page iL 


ts 

TOP SECRET 
90 
question whatsoever that based upon this memorandum for the 
record, if it accurately describes the conversation which the 


Chief of the Western Hemisphere Division-3 participated, that 


assassination was being discussed, that it was being discussed 


in a very specific sense, and that ere made perfectly clear, 
as the first sentence in Paragraph 4 indicates, ome the purpos 
to which the exotic materials sought by the dissidents would be 
put was the assassination of Mr. Trujillo? 

Mr. Bissell. I do. 


Mr. peated Maeda you feel that this memorandum would hav 


eNO fT 


come to your attention, either directly from (una ‘man, or 
from his immediate superior, Colonel King? 

Mr. steeerio ee would guess this or a summary, and 
conceivably it could have come to my Heetionl-eeaih in the 
form of an outgoing cable or something of that sort. (96) K 

Mr. Dennin. Now having taken some time to go over this, 


sir, and the reason I do, I would like .you now to turn to and 


consider the memorandum from you which is under Exhibit L 
in the Senator's bill -- and Curt, you have in your book, on 
top of that, the minutes of this Special Geegoumasting: on 
February 14th, '61. | | 
(The aecenene referred to 
was mavegd- as Bissell 
Exhibit No. 9 for identifica- 


tion.) 
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The Chairman. Why didn't you include that 
andum? 
Mr. 


Bissell. I cannot tell you, Mr. Chai 


remember what considerations moved me. I don’t 


it was because this was common knowledge and it 


unnecessary to include it, or as you are implyi 


an element of concealment here. I would be ver 


it were the latter, in this case. Cio) A 


Mr. Kirbow. Mr. Chairman, if Counsel will 


103 


in the memor- 


rman. I do not 


$ 


“know whether 
seemed to me 
ng, there was 
y surprised if 


yield? Since 


I was originally asked to join Counsel to do work up on the 


Trujillo program, and I think he knows this too 


the record before the Committee out of the ‘67 


, it appears in 


Inspector 


General's report and all of the cable traffic which was directe 


from the Consul General to the State Department through the 


CIA channels that this plan of the high explosi 


ve device was 


transmitted to Consul General Dearborn, (heesSeaey 


promptly classified it as an insane idea, which, if they try 


to do this, because of the heavy guard, they're going to all 


get themselves killed. 


And it would appear to me that if that transpired before 


the memorandum, the memorandum standing on its 


own looks very 


bad, but with this other information having been tranzmitted 


back to the Dominican Republic that it was a foolish plan, it 


would appear that there was no plan that they thought was 


workable in the United States government. 


TOP SECRET 
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Mr. Dennin. Among other things, that advises ~~ well, 


that our position, our. being the Agency, is that you should 


' 


attempt to avoid precipitous action by the internal dissidents 
to the opposition groups until. headquarters, Mol ehae you mean 
CIA headquarters, are better prepared to support assassination 
and assassination is added’ in, I believe the original word is 


idea 


the code, (EMemews) effect a change in the regimel.and to cope 


with the aftermath. 
On page 2, it indicates that "Headquarters is prepared to 
take the following actions: deliver machine guns and ammunitio 
4S soon as the capability to receive those was developed" ‘and i 
ae a iwage the understanding and knowledge of Headquarters at 
that time and specifically your understanding and knowledge whe 
you received and reviewed this cable, that those sought after 
machine guns were to be used specifically in connection with 
an seaeheimeuion attempt on Trujillo, wasn't that so? 
Mr. Bissell. It probably was. I don't ramember whether 
there was any other use, possible use of tham, but I'm going 
to let that stand. ie) Bo 
Mr. Dennin. Wel], going back to just those, there is no 
doubt on that, to the document at Tab M, M as in Mary -- 


(The document -referred 


to was marked Bissell 


Exhibit No. 11 for 


identification.) 
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1 Mr. Dennin. Going into ‘April, sir, now, |trying to move 


Say ee 
“Owen; returned from the 


2 || somewhat quickly, in April of 1961,@%& 


f 


3 Dominican Republic and, as reflected in the document under Tab 


Phone (Area 202) 544-6000 


4 O which is an April 11, '61 memorandum, that reflects an 


5 April 6, ‘61 with# 


6 the Dominican Republic, was he not, sir? 
7, . (The document referred 
8 towis marked Bissell 


9 Exhibit No. 14 for 


10 > identification.) 
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1 signed this cable, which was not sant, approving the passage 


ap sri herrea 
qe 


2 || of the machine guns, (im 


4 be under Tab V, as in Victor. 


5 (The document referred 
6 : to was marked Bissell 
” ' Exhibit No. 16 for 


8 il. identification.) 
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Rens Ta, representing the Agency, 


5 || went and saw Mr. Burle’ at the State Department, and this would 
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a ae meteriels under cortain conditions and surpested theaters 76 

‘nto tho detedls of now such delivery might be effected. i gas. thet, 

it had boon suggested that an island cacne near the Dominican Fepublic 
‘ould bo picked up by the interral actbn groups, but the cousin ; 
“tlod out this possibility goying that. 2ll these islacis, Altkouplt ; nea 

ly populated, are regularly patroted by Dominican gasrés. - Thoy cid», 
oor agree taat a voat- to-ucat doliver;y could Le mace off the coast | - 
Atbo’ DoSinican Repudlic from vessels uscer our control to ee ing vessols 
aed by younger memoers of “he doternal front. They seid however that 
Jie. delivery would have to ve mace near the mouta Or ever age ote 
Jotlers woulé not te eble to uwnlosd on patrolled beaches out aes heva to 
nil un some river for some cutance before tio materiel could te securely 
nloaded. (oped played: down somewsat tie necessity for delivery of, | 
rms althougs ce, - suy that it dese ra and should bo e fart of 
ho planning. Ho-said that es of tho opsosition could, 1f they 
unted to, obtain err quantities of aras froa ary eontacts Don 
ominican Army. munitions depots but thet aay aria so optained would have 
be used very quickly before thar loss do Uigesoverdas, por tile tessonl- 


‘said it would be cosirenovigeo have arms celivered by us thet could 

‘0 stored for use at-any mozent™desired.. 

ae! a: ns cca ns Se Wie ee 
SSCS A} cad iat . bicet of obtainiey thia kind of holp 7 .°, 

rsrwacr 4s tho lene lies: ot. Truss to end instesd of using moms or |. 

renades he began to spose of more cxotie materdcls anc mothocs whica mi 

hought. could bo more cesily edapted. . Pirat of all he case up with th 

dea of ¢ 1 powerful tomb that could bo planted along ins route of Trujelts! 6 

vening vali end could be Gevgnaccs froa a nesr by electronic device. Ee 

Z bat a. de | 

ae ais “I 
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yer, feos 
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(Peenea to th hinsalernts coua » be j “very, cesy thin to da, end T Ahad a 2 
difficult tize explatiins % to hin. that We ere evince bs experts |t hat such 
& devica is vory delics te end uncertein,. Anothor. method ¢ that he roa 
up Would be the possibility of poisoning the ‘dictator ty food or lor putting’ 

~ polson cans ules sin’ botiies 8 of certain Redicines thet tne dictatob- ds keoun 


rus to tehe- Tegutarly.sste a Said thas he ould oe ‘plore ene latter pos 
io ang try to Cotermine whe ‘ner Trujdido Says his se toine lecally dy whether 
.: os they are Clown in from the ‘United States, They sees to believe that one- 
mo or tye Podson pills couig be put into a boitle of nedicing ang that | . 
re Cventually: the Cictator would Work hissolf down to one of — *hese pills, 0. . 


5. OA less exotic end nore. practical olan that. they put for werd Was . oa 
ona that: they said had alre eady been planned at one tine va Tore, They Said 
that when the dictatoy leaves his office for his hose thera are threa | 
» QUtomobiles in his Procession WLth the cletatot hioself tn tac finst . 4 
Automobile and bee Lodyruardg in tho © Following tuo. The {cee thet has 
been discussed interna]}y is Sor: sevoral trucks to block the progress of 
these Cars av a given interséction at which ting yound, ren se belong ge. 
to the action STUDS Would leap out of the true chs With Live aring and 2 
.€Tonades to finis sh (off. the dictator, & 


TO ee aren . 


- 6.) At this point ga REM sata that a larce Percentaro Of the 
. nid tary are Kost ansduys for ach “NCO In goverrnent fed thet ir tha, old 
“EAN vore Greased there vould be ho ciffie CY Sottin: “Up a Frovis ions) 
é Overnmont &long the He e3 thet. ths internal. Yront has EXPres SSed toe us 
WoLloro, I pushed this. point ang asked hin 4P he did not 
havo to call for hein in the event. Certsin. Trujiliy of 
quit and atte: “pred to set. up a Continitet overrzont, ef mC eh , SO 
.cortein that 5 Lory thing “ould by éllor 2ZEU- once Prusslyo KEY Pitney 
‘that it took sore tine to even Get ain LO consider that a POSSIOILAty 
“or’ inrediats trouble after 7 Trajillots CMStzation might exis t, he rf 


‘at (this Point that he had been tole that if ne eeeerned Tront could |se 
Up a sna il GTOUD as a Provisional coverraent at this “0 end this (up 
broadcast SN appeal for help, U.S. SYOODS would’ ovo in in response to 
mainte in orcer, f POinted out that whoever bad told hin tais did rot! 
-underatand + that legally U.S, forces cannot uncar the pepent Tules enter in 
Such forn to sup POF thaGaiearnzent thas fs not 1n- contro} tbe country, 7 
then: put forthe tha Propos i@la. thas Lf such a Situation esa Cone avout, 
why Balepuor as: cons wag wttlonal president of thy Country could not be forced 
 persuadad to: is Such Bevo, Sth agreed vLat wy: Somer 7 
oe ; ee Cotutd co C&S1 ly meds to Co unis | - Howes 
ChPPessed the Opinion thas I tne Uls, SCIt troons jy in resosace 
to an “poe al fro: Ealaguor it. “OULS ancear +O the Dovulace thatthe U.S, 
in Supporting + thS suce essor of Prujilio, Ne Seemag quite relieved wher ‘= 
told hin what I did Not beliave tha U.S, ‘ould Offer an; 7 Strp 
ContSnuist Governaent, ne iti cee 
. Coe re mo me eye WHITE HULSE 
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nae 
at 
“ 
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ye. 
H11 of Wujillo and a cnenpo to a moderate 


YX he is conv inced tir, 
ut immediately the do 


that such acton be planned end carried out Aasedsesely “and seeaed. 
disappointed briefly, at aenst, when I’told hin wea no ee re 
‘Lor such action concenned and that in any crent the yLlanned and curry! 


‘out of suca action would Tesgie Op Pei 


NEE, ALG s strongly. urged: that we tietld in re copaniidiies 
producing anti- -Trujillo propaganda into the Dominican Republic: and aga 
“urged us to use the mediun and short waves of radio station, after son 

* conversation he egreed that ceople like Jinenez, nefael Boniila, . end 
“Homero Hernandez. would be good people to olan ane cooperate an such aj 
~ progran but he emphasized that theso men should rot 29 publicly identi 


“ith, the program ard that the broadcasts themselves should, Sor Icluua 


bombings would. bring about a- successful PONG: ition. 44-45 contents evident 
’ oven Mind that this sizclo action vould bying 


Fovernment led by tembers of the internal opposition. ‘He strourly unged._ 


Le 


for 


in. 
8 


fied 


“effect, -be rade by professional newscusters. Ee shid that such propaganda | 


| Pobourd” be directed at irritating and upseLeTay Trujillo as much as pos 


‘11, In regard to the exiics, he apreed that Juan Isidro Jizenez, 


aie he has been gone a long. wWnile from the Doainican repuolic, ds} sta 


a man highly respected for his patollic ened end culture and he soexed | 
“receptivo to the idea put forth that Jinenez should be occupying en — 


Sible, 


Jmportant position in the post-Trujillo sovernsent. In dis aieeine other 


pee Imaraged to work in tho nance of Leviets Urnes., Both ho and ee 
1 avara ho is engeged in anti- Trujillo oxile ectivity in Puerto Riéo 


ely 


with-those of Ornes and his POUS. casadd that kho‘could set. up 
& : 


Pooth said thet they had no objection > coordinating their activity | 


cn, isin 


1. 


channel of communication to Fidelio Despraccl, Wao will bo a meuber in | 


Puerto Rico- of tho Jimenez croup end ho said he would. do.so el gay ce 


“42, On the Subject of the oxtlos, GRSSEET 


before the leaders of internal opposition nee thet Wo hed ae poles 


die with such people as othar opposition leaders . ‘4 He sad, 
ced why he had not been 


that on this tr do no has talked tos. “and as: 
a 


da. 


52 
rocoiving messeses froa hin, whercugon © | replied that we no longer 


had Polmecis with hin, eae ds the first I mew that ‘ bad 

communications with GR@BESE79 « sveckficalls, ) Ges Ppleudcd that we 

rosumed contect witn ss, 6 as. other opposition leaders -, because 

noid that it was. imoortant the “he. inainvain friendly rolationshios with 
oxides whereever: syssible.. MBMeeLsO succested that we furnish tro inves 
apposition with the ddenviti@or those exiles of Wno Wo have a bad OD 
und they vould seo to it that thro ougn Cualhy connections Unese peopla w 
0 Btraic¢ntensd out and daveloned so as to become of HSGeGLONee to. te oy 
‘overntent ani ie eeas efainst members of the internal Oprcosition of 
BS 78 in principle and said that wo would tiy to 
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sidnabton 


~ 


lle ‘following, ihe bre sake in: diplomatic. re lations b 1960. 
5S sont ntenn relations nave vorsened sboadily, and t thevanti-. Se, 
-of the CODR was brought | sharply. into focus by Lae appearance of pickets 
“<Soubsida ony consulate 6n 5 January in mvobest against bh > CAS vote to: 
pnd trade sanetions against the’ Dominican Romublic. the pickets 
gipns condemning the interventionist policy - the U. S. and. calling 
wnon they jaboled a‘spy. 


“Gn cAupank 
gentiuaent 


oak 
hore 
for the eximision of Cousul General Dearborn, 


hae Keatniean radio and ores 


continued toi censiure 


state of affairs, 


resident Eisenhewar | 
while maintaining 


! 


“ag being responsible for tive presant 
pling a "yait and see! 


rservatLlons regarding 


. 2 rarecve concerning Feesident vonnedy, apparently ado 
Poathilude, althongh it has 
the 


previously expressed some. re 


Pres sidant's choice of advisers on Latin America, 

en 26 Jamury he COM ordered the expnision of U.S. Yice Consul 

J neg Ay SHeMasara-on the evound ‘Ghat he'was mating doroge Lory remarks 

“ahont the country; however, Lt is probable that this expulsion vas io. 
yebaliation and anger over the belier that-the U.S. had previded infotna tion 
| te Venesmiela on Trujillo's efforts to overthrow or assassinate Fresident . 


Ba bencourts ‘ _ oo So, . 


it is Lhow: ne by sun Latormed. obearwers ina the oul rae of the 

S, Congress in - 
¢./doniniean relations. 
six months if 


eupar loviglation whieh cones wp for reneval in the U. 
‘ch 1961 vill be alletuporlant to, the future of Ul. 
avsay that the Trujillo governuank ¢ cannot last another 
they do not pet Uneir share of. the Cuban vindfall sugar; and rumors are 
Neiren isting in Giudad Trujillo that if they are deprived of the windfall 7 — 


‘the GaAR olans to expropriale American properties and terininate Ue Se. Lk 0, 
to ' 
Cone sular relations, ; 7 - h- Poof 
. ; IN te 

Sore 


we, “operational, Suicinary- =. 
ee. 


“A. Ganeray, [b will be reealled that. on 2h January 1961 the- 
Epeeial Croup anthoriaed the Agency to provide dissident exiled Pomintcan 
Gvouns with limited arms and equipment provided Lheir delivery Lo @eleowents 


within the Pominican Republic was effected by Powinicans.. Jniediately 
following this decisien we indicated to vitting Leaders of bha Vie) a | 
(PULAECOUNT = FIGUESES = ONTRgge Group) and. the Pen (internal Gissident 
Group withhom pis! MOKK. is in fouch) that we were prepared to provide then 
a limited supply of ars andggquipsent provided they developed the 
capability to introduce & 20 bo the Dominican Republic. 
Do On 27 vaouiry €hbads apt @igduas authorized Lo tnfena 
Prosident INTANCOUKT ube U.S. is now providing Ciaineial support and 
technic al guidance to VAD activities cirected by Horacio ORNs, 
an a oe . 
eye = 
vo - ? 
ays DEY | J - 
. SVASARL oo 


- ee eaten aoe rn Le 
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~ Sy 


ww gee 


“pone ifieally for ality repatrs sj reerni ting. Ayiel bradning. Cres , locating 
“sites and tacilttios for future PH activities, sbtreng lian ing bhe 
ganization of the VabeAgiebepropapenda. On JO January GiadaroneGe 
3 authorized to inform VSFANCQURT that teadauarbers was DEopared 
to consider providing arms and equi puent to any bona fide’ resistance element 
‘with whon adequate ss can te Pols ened. Ree AP was HO he 


A 


J 


“encouraged to recommend a 
‘Lo further objectives of aie. nreject.. (ge HOLY 5 
ASPAVCOULT was gratified Go receive the akove: information, 


tn Headquarters rontact with MGR exiled Cee they disclosed 
their plan of achion which they £elt could be implemented if they were. 

t. pvovided wilh ans Lor 300 men, explosives, and remote control detonation | 
* davices, They also claimed to have a small boat infileexfil capability. 
’- On the other hand the YKD, while claiming no intemal orp iwnization, claimed 
es La ena and airy ca padi dity and are the chosen instruments of President 
bETARCOUL? and jose 


Pheake 
sabe ° : “ : a“ 


EB. rrente Civica Revolucionaivia {acl 


re (1) We have ghecstse ‘been im touch with key e oxtled Teadaie: of. 
‘the. FOR and they: haga exprersced a willingness to assemble a sual] cadre ; 
in Puerto Rieo. Lt ig conlemplated that they will develop maritime. ae ; 
capability, te in touch vith Lheiy triftcrnal conaterparts throug gh : 
~Uf/t Cacilities, and develop plans for implerienting the’ jnternal ur onp's 
plan of achien.. In view of their reluctance to deal’ directly with. the | 
PUeS Group (VD) and in the inte rests of security we plan to keep 
a Eoin pane cee for the tine being 


a (2) ‘throuch aR Win: Giniad sin jitlo Wa aVe ‘aldenpttag —_ 
_ to ascertain the details of hin FCR's plan of action and develop ashay- || 
bealrind communs cation, capability. 


eee Jeunes Revoluclonaria Boninieana, seo) at Mtge RS abet 2G Is 


iia “<O) “la are aclively suppovbing the yVPD in OFS group) in i 
repairing and-cutCitting their yacht. so as to davelop an ans delivery 
eanability., Tt is estimated that it will take from lis to 60 days to complete 

this verk., écditional time may be necded to reuruLt and trajnm a crew, 
| 
aed (2) /Suoper biveuilgs being: liven fo Lhe. Vi His mapas Ate: 
orpaniaational achivities. MED 0,1 am is being develoned with the hare that 
the Vii can develop their oun conlachs and sources of infounition vwithta 
the Doninican Republic. . A we | a 
D. Possibility of Deve oping a “Loyeott Gaya ity oa - + 


(1) Tarring the summer of 1960 Wi Division made use of Fernamlo 


LULZ £9. ilva, Soninican exile in Puerto Rico and at the time head of tne 
7 ee 
Oy reve x { | ‘7 U 
w iy | * 
ahd) 7 . 
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ED ee. ae : Be SROUIING Hate 
gies. 2G MARCH 196 Pde oS kee R 4 oe ; 
pe ee! ae go a ce re rd ee a 
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ba | ai at PO COPY: Sl. ore D FOR HW AT 3208219 Wag) fa - ae Po 
ACTION as a oy MM ROTIFICO AT 2320,; F RECN KAGLESROT a 
: ; a et, . : ce R a ewer remem oom = 
Thee COP; “sory Boas re Sexes cee RAT LN TMMED LATE 


mas oe | or ig IC ER - oppos Mien leader ‘ 

oa “STATION/. “SAW an/ _ AND an HOURS 18h MAR AT 
Get Faire /opposi POW Ea Mer’ 

Wee oh ee APARTMENT, SECURITY PRE ESUMABLY MAINTATNED (RUT SIM CARS gy 


| - RELATIVE ABUNDANCE. IN NEIGHBORHOOD AFTER | MEET WHICH Nov SURPRISING 
es ca END FRUUTLLO STROLL TIME. | - ote eee | 


e opposition leader | ne Due , - 
a. ey _ PROVED “Bk OUR NOT PARTICULARLY OPEN TNDIVIBUAL 
ak . he opposition member 
WHO HAD TO BE COAXED AT TIMES bY an / WHO. MUCH BE ITER MOTIVATED 
we F ot “ ) Lion lead 
- AND PROBABLY MORE DYNAMIC. “NOTE HOWEVER anQPPO*HTRD Ee WARNING 


MEET ARO DID NOT KNOW WHAT OR WHOM EXPECT, NEVERTHELESS PAST 
AMERICAN RECORD DOMREP AND WIDESPREAD ASSUMPTION TRUJILLO HAS’ MANY 
“KEY AMERTCANS IN POCKET OBVIOUSLY MAKE. FOR DIFFICULT ATMOSPHERE FOR 
oe i es leader 
WORK WITH an 7. i, ONE RESULT 1S HE SEEMS VERY HESITANT NOW 
CaP REVEAL MORE: “NAME gEOR MINUTE DETAILS, DOUBT WILL AGREE TO MORE 
MEETS 8 SOON FOR ic nee =. REASONS. —_ . 
a 3. HIS GRO LAN bol THIS, GROUP KNOWS IDENT ITYTrujitte 
MISTRESS, IN CAPITAL. HE VISITS HER, ONCE WEEK OR ONCE IN TWO WEEKS. 
 QQES HER APARTMENT [NCOGNI TO AND LIGHTLY. GUARDED. “GROUP APPARENTLY | 


“HAS SOMEONE IN GUILOING WHO CAN ALERT. THEM TO VISIT. DRESSED AS: 


A re AIIAY ORF TCERS SS MALL GROVE WILL GO 2 EW NITRANCE DISTRACT GUARD WITH : 
io ae = ee ST ; Fe ag a aay a, hoy « 7 : 
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rue ania. sis a — ee 4 
PRETEXT, BISPAYCH IM OR THEM LN: SILENCEN\EN ENTER APARTHENT. AND 


“TRY. dggassinalion POS 9S 1BL in TN Cl. UD ING MISTRESS, TN, SILENCE. 
lee TO oO THEY NEED FIVE M 3 OR COS (PARABLE MACH I NEGUNS ‘AND is : a 


om , 


15918 ROUNDS ‘AuMO! FOR, PERSONAL’ DEFENSE IN: EVENT. FIRE FIG CHT. WILE, 
opposition Tea 
yon, an POPSRVEN TURNED DON TENTATIVE 


‘lL: 
if 
4 
' 


SUSE. ae WEAPONS FOR BASIC 
“OFFER MARINE coNcUS S1ON GR RENACES AVAILABLE HERE. ee 


nivorricen I 
ALL IN GROUP EXCEPT. HIM ACQUAINTED RAPID FIRE WEAPO NS. 7 


suyeston a 


56 WUCH PUTTLE SiARRING QN USE AIR OR. SEA DROPS, - deat - Wal" 


pOStT ON WAS US Govt GET [YEMS HERE SOONEST VIA POUCH OR SIMILA 
MEANS > “EVIDENT HE ACTUALL.¥= WORRIED TRAT DELIVERY BY OTHER MEANS 
“WOULD COMPROMISE, ENTIRE PROUECT! OBVIOUS HE CAN COUNT ON ONLY, ONE 


“Assassination 


“GROUP BOTH RECEIVE “ARMS AND. pole eae AP PPARENT THAT 70 Insist ON 
Bgl OR, US Covt WOULD TAX HIS, RESOURCES TO SUCH 


WAYS Well CH ‘MORE: “SEC 


$25 sini ation 


EXTENT THAT HE TNS (Stier AFTER, r ss AIR DROPS: WILL BE FEASIELE 
oe fg EE: 
Hing PART EFFORT CONTROL: SITUATION | MIGHT DECIDE: DROP PLAN. : 
FGor CER EM PHAS IZED. THAT |F HOS Will NOT POUCH |vEM THIS OOS NOt 


opposition mt 
EAN ‘NO US Govt INTEREST Ne PLAN, © THIS. “THOUGHT EASTER: SELL. any 


opposition leader 


= HAN an/ > _ BUT GOTH “OBVIOUSLY FIGURE THEIR DAYS” NuM BERED “ANO WANT 


wie STRIKE NOW. 


a Pee Fee = SECRET. a 
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: | eo IO Roe 4 ory IVE 
‘and an opposition roe cae 


"Guan opposition teats / CATEGORIE CALLY EXCLUDE APPEAL BY 


s 


scassination 


BALAGUER AFTER - MALNTAIN LT NOT ACGEPYADLE TO. INTERNAL OR 


. Ww ition leads 
EXTERNAL “pros LV TON AS OULD LIN PASY WITH FUTURES EXPEL 


is WILLING RISK: CHAOS FOR PERIOD OF UNDETERMINED LENGTH AFTER 


1 asa ssination MAINLY BECAUSE FOR SECURITY REASONS 113° GROUP CANNOT . 
oT APPROACH MILITARY. A ND HOPE “40 GET DECISIVE AQR CEMENT SUPPORT BEF OR 


air 


@ ~OLLICER | 
) sen ssination, RTE ite “WOOK LIGERTY SAY US Govt CANNOT PERMIT ANOTHER C 


EVOLVE FROM.CHAOS. | BOTH BISSIDENTS INSISTED NO COMMUNIST STRENGTH 
“. ANDO KO CHANCE CASTRO WAVE WERE. a Nn ‘NOT EVEN. CONVINCED as, 
en IN PRE SENCE: AME! RECAN NAVY IN AREA, WHICH APPARENTLY SoM 
| _ ONE ELSE'S (DEA, exch YO PEELS MIGHT MAKE MILITARY MORE AME NDABLE 
COREL UE - PLACES MORE VALUE ON AUORA TYPE ACTIVIT?- ALD MORALE 


assassination ‘opposition leader 


oe! VALUE, INVASION BY EXILES WHEN J. DONE. An /°” * CLEARLY 
os  RECCONIZES. ui My, ONLY PEOPLE. WITH REAL power IN CHAOS. 


an HE ROREED: “CIA OFFICEIGUGGES' [ON US Govt {RY REACH. OTHER: 
| MIL LTARY “HRY OTHER CHANNELS, AGREED GLVE. US LIST NAMES TO ASSIUY 
EFFORT HD AVOID CROSSED WIRES, AGAIN EVIDENT H}S ONLY MILETARY 
military leader 


i ASSET 15 a ah BOTH DISSIDENTS, CONCE} NED. THAT PROCESS OF OUR 
ren ey ; ING AT M HL. TARY TOO SCH BUY on OF ICE ISOUGHT EXPLAIN ADVANT 


TAY Nn CE a, FR BATE 


ner DUCTION t oY Oli ia THAN THi ISSUING “OFFICE 15 PROHIBITED, "Copy Na. 
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pee al ate ease . i | aed is i ae ne 

ite “an opposition / I "OFFICER'S CANDIDATE, FOR THIS JOB, _ OFFICER ~ HOPES 

EE HIM AGOUT 22 MARCH, acer oe ae 

| By. BOTH APPROVED OFFICER. “LEAFLET, Text ora ts WalcH P@UCHING 


SP apedig 8 ns opposition leader 
“2°22 MARCH AS HOCA 244, An /. _ HAD VOLUNTARILY CITED RADIO °° 


- PROP "AGANDA FROM VENEZUELA AS. MOST. IMPORTANT. FACTOR Wer ‘eae 
i ENCOURAGING DISSIDENTS AND AWAKENING OURERS - AGREED TO TREM MENDOUS 


VALUE SIMILAR GROADCASTS FROM AMERICA AND GREAT DESIRABILITY 
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CNGE Se: the Dom- | 


ipermtyOf£ CIA came in. A local group “in 
wishes arms for 


inican government wishes to overthrow Trujillo; 
“that purpose, 
On cross-examination it develenad that the real plan 


was to assassinate Trujillo and they wanted muns for that) purpose, 
Mberge wanted to know what the policy should be, 


I told him EI could not care less for Trujillo and 
that this was the general sentiment. But we did not wish to have 
anythins to do with any assassina tion plots anywhere » any| time. 


(embers said ee same way. 
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- SUBJECT: Question lof 4 Questions. Developed during @|-" 
+, $SCgHearing of Mr. Richard Bissell on 12 ..’ 
MOMS POTS erie set a cag ee pe a eke 


"Was the transfer of three carbines 
to the dissidents in the Dominican 
Republic approved by the Department 
of State or the Special Group?” 


RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1: 
No specific documentation to show that the Department — 
of State or the Special Group approved the transfer of] three 


carbines to dissidents in the Dominican Republic has been 


located. It is possible that approval’ was considered implicit 


in the 12 January 1961 Special Group decision that limited 


= supplies of small arms and other material should be made 
available for ‘dissidents inside the Dominican Republic), in 
consonance with the feeling of the Department of State) as” 
expressed by its tapeescueative Ae the 12° January meeting. 


In this context, we note that. CIA Headquarters instructed 


its apelin ee Pye pice oan s : ' 
MO GASIbatiNon) to obtain Consul General Dearborn!s 
asian amet cerra at. _ F , = 
concurrence in thréfpassage of the three carbines. 
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M@Splied that the. Consul General concurred. 
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Pertinent messages are OUT 89222, 29 March 1961 and. IN 
28146, 31 March 1961. Both have been made available to the 


Committee. 
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They have decided to‘give-up’the - 
‘plan and disperse." «(Attachment E,° | acne 
SHDGA). 2464, 3 May 1961 .and IN. 47319, © | ln tes; 
sent 4 May but received. by Cable. Bcue| gh Wk, 
‘Secretariat 7 May oor). 


(f). Ina special briefing paper ewecarad for 


Mr. Richard Goodwin of che white House, CIA wera 


that "for personal defense" 3 revolvers and 3 carbines with 
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accompanying ammunition had been passed to internal 


opposition leaders. (Attachment to memorandum, diated 


13 May TGA BeaEaiie sent to Special Group members) 
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